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THE STHALA PURANA:
It is said that once upon a time, when there was a pralaya,
the Vedas and other texts approached Lord Siva for advise as
to how they could escape from the ravages of the pralaya. Siva
then advised them that the vedas assume the form of kadamba
viruksham, the agarnas should take on the form of flowers, the
Ithihasas that of fruits, the puranas that of birds. He advised all
of them to go to Kadamba kshetra. It is said that the kadamba
vanam in the kshetram consists of all these holy scriptures and
texts.
Brahma born out of the nabhi of Narayana was continuing
to worship Narayana. One day,God decided to test the depth and
sincerity of the prayers of Brahma. He is said to have come to
Kadamba vanam, took on the form of the Kadamba viruksham.
When Brahma started praying to Lord Narayana, he found that
He was not there. He started searching for Perumal. Ultimately
he came to Kadamba vana and realised that Narayana was also
one among the Kadamba virukshams. He took some water in
his kamandalam, poured it on the kadamba trees. The abisheka
water which flowed over the trees and then collected in a place
became a tank Brahma repeated the Dwadasakshara mantram.
Pleased with the sincerity of the prayers of Brahma, Perumal
appeared before him. The tank which was formed out of the
water poured on the kadamba viruksham came to be known
as Brahma theertham. On the bund of this theertham, later
Kadamba rishi did severe penance. God appeared before him
also. As Kadamba muni did penance on the banks of this tank,
it also came to be known as Kadamba kshetram.
Yet another story connected with this divya desam relates
to an incident in the life of Lord Siva, It is said that seeing the
Brahma also had five faces, Siva became jealous. He plucked out
one face of Brahma and thus committed Brahmahathi. When the
fifth face of Brahma was plucked out, it stuck to the fingers
of Lord Siva, Siva tried to get rid of this kapalam. But to
no avail. To atone for this sin, Siva visited a number of divya
kshetramsand eked outhis living by begging for alms. A peculiar
feature was that whenever he begged for alms and collected